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ADVERTISEMENT, 


T* E following diſcourſe, having been writ- 
ten for the occaſion, in haſte, and on the 
moſt common - place ideas, would certainly 
never have appeared in print, but from ihe 
diſagreeable neceſſity, which has ſince ariſen, 
of vindicating it, in this way, from the groſs 
miſrepreſentations, which have been ſo public- 
ly made of its contents. It muſt now appear, 
for obvious reaſons, with all its imperfections; 
as it was originally delivered; and I pledge my- 
ſelf to the reader, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
before God, that it has not been, in the leaſt, 
altered, but that it is, literatim et bona fide, the 
very ſermon which I preached on the faſt 
day, and which is alluded to, in the following 
narrative, as having *given offence to the loyal 
part of the congregation.” Indeed, ſo long time 
has not ſince elapſed, but that many, who then 
heard it, will ſurely be able to give ſatisfactory 
evidence to its identity. 
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SERMON, &c. 


1 
ISAIAH lviii. 1. 


CRY ALOUD, SPARE NOT, LIFT UP THY VOICE LIKE A 
TRUMPET, AND SHEW MY PEOPLE THEIR 
TRANSGRESSION, AND THE HOUSE OF 
JACOB THEIR SINS, 


PHE two verſes, that immediately 


follow theſe words, will afford a 
ſufficient explanation of their mean- 
ing, and juſtification of our chooſing 
them on this occaſion. They run 


thus: Yet they jeek me daily, and delight 


to know my ways, as a nation that did 


righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordi- 
nance of their i they aſk of me the or- 


dinances of juſtice : they take delight in 


approaching to God, Wherefore have we 
FASTED, ſay they, and thou ſeeft not? 
wherefore have we afflifled our foul, and 
thou takeſt no knowledge ? It is to THIS 


people, and on TH1s ACcouNT, that the 


prophet, as related in our text, is com- 


manded, by Almighty God, to cry a 
loud, and l 7 up his voice like a ramp: 2 


re r Sr ro 


46. 4 


not to ſpare them, but do ſhew them their 
TRANSGRESSIONS,---With great plainneſs 
that all may underſtand, and with ſuch 
earneſtneſs and zeal, that, if poſſible, 
they may be awakened to a juſt ſenſe 
of their wickednels, and of the, eval 
conſequences of a further continuance 
In it. 


It is, . the duty of Mis 
nifters. at all times, to repreſent to their 
hearers, with fidelity and ſeriouſneſs, 
their ſin and danger. But it is parti- 
cularly ſo, in times of popular diſtreſs 

and 8 perplexity. God has then 
Þ: articularly commanded it. They t hen 
uſually. hope to be heard win ar- 
ticular attention: . and it is, in RN nk 
theſe ſeaſons of publick 1 Eee 
and ſolemn aſſembling of onrſelves to- 


ether, peculiarly fitting and proper. 


My brethren, there can be no doubt 
but that the Supreme Governor, and 
Ju judge of the world, deals with 
hole NATIONS, as | with individuals; 
according to their character and Con- 
duct. Only it ſeems probable, that 
the'Feward or [puniſhment o of, NATIONAL. | 


bum i URL „ virtue 
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virtue or vice ſhould not be altogether 
deferred to a FUTURE ſtate of retribu- 
tion, (which is often the caſe in great 
meaſure, with individuals,) becauſe, as 
A NATION or pubhc community, it 
will ceaſe to exiſt in another world. 
National judgments, therefore, or na- 
tional proſperity, are often, immedi- 
ately and viſibly, too immediately 
and viſibly to be overlooked or 
doubted, the conſequence and ef- 
fect of national depravity and national 
integrity. We evidently sEE, that 
righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, and that 
in is the reproach and ruin of any people. 
The paſſages, in which this doctrine is 
maintained in ſcripture, are very nu- 
merous; and the examples, which the 
Hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation, in parti- 
cular, afford of its truth and reality, 
are ſtriking and concluſive. The time, 
however, would fail me, to repeat 
them; and they are too well known 
to render this of any great importance. 
TI proceed, therefore, the rather to a 
remark, obvious indeed in itſelf, but 
which appears to me of no ſmall con- 
ſequence to keep continually in 
en | 2 e t 


3 
It is this; viz. that, when God, in the 
wiſdom of his counſels, makes uſe, as 
he frequently does, of one nation, as an 
inſtrument, in his hands, to puniſh, and 
to pull down the ſtrength of any other 
nation, it does not follow, that the na- 
tion which gains the ſuperiority, ſhall 
therefore be exceeding righteous' or 
exemplary above the ot "th, We can- 
not but remember how cautiouſly and 
forcibly this matter is urged upon the 
Ifraelites ; left the deſtruction of the 
heathen ſhould promote a ſpirit 'ot 
cruelty towards them, and flatter 'the 
pride and vanity of their conquerors. 
Speak not thou, in thine heart, ſaymg, for 
my Tighteou eſs the Lord hath brought me 
in, to poſſeſs the Land, but, for the wicked- 
neſs of theſe nations, the Lord doth drive 
them out. And again: As the nations 
which the Lord deſtroyeth before your face, 
fo ſhall ye alſo periſh, 5 he be not obedrent 
to the voice of the lord your | God. 'What 
could give the Iſraelites a more ſtrik- 
ing proof of the dreadful natureof na- 
tional ſin, than to be thus made the 
| inſtruments of God, in puniſhing it; fo 
veel" in e Canaznites?: What 
| Rronger 
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indeed, is it to reflect, that REASON= 


MEN, © HUMAN' BEIN ds, 


RN to deſtroy their FFLLOW-MEN, 


Aronger motive re they have, to 


tehave themſelves wiſely and to do well, 
than the word of God, that they 
ſhould undergo the ſame puniſhment, 
if, taken collectively as a body, they 
ſhould become a rebellious, prophane 
and wicked people? Thus, what ſome 


have objected to] as repugnant to the 


juſtice and goodneſs of God, proves 
the higheſt inſtance of both: as, in this 
judgment, he both ſhewed his people 
what national depravity and corrup- 
tion was; and deterred! them, in the 
molt effectual manner, from becoming 
SAW nation, a ſeed of evil. doors. 

It is, farely, à moſt awful conſidera- 


Aion that the dreadful means which 


God employed, in his wiſdom, to cor- 
rect and deſtroy the idolatrous inhabi- 
tants of Canaan, ſhould ſtill be the 
appointed, and apparently neceſſary 
engine of his vengeance ! Melancholy, 


ABE creatures . ſhould be compelled 
to vindicate any 1 FORCE : that 
called from 


being endued with nuxxN TTV, ſhould 


and to become HUMAN BUrTCHERS-: 
ky B that 
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(20) 
Wat ERATL MOR T ALS ſhould ADD tothe 
UNA volDABLE ſufferings: of human liſe, 
the miſeries of WAR; and that CHRIS 


TIANs, the: diſeiples of the Prince 'of 
PEACE, ſhould periſh by the sworD !! 


And, undoubtedly, where the ſword is 


unſheathed only for the purpoſes of 
ambition; and from a luſt of power and 
poſſeſſion, nothing can poſſibly be 

more inhuman, unchriſtian and exe- 
crable, than WAR. It may, neverthe- 


leſs, be ſometimes neceſſary and juſt. 


When it is in defence of our own, or 
of other peoples juſt liberties. When 
it is to repreſs the injuſtice of over- 


grown power, and to protect the weak 
from o ion. When a nation is 


inſulted and injured beyond all reaſon- 


able bounds of patience, and there is 
no other Way of redreſs. Then it is 
both neceſſary for particular ſocieties, 
and juſt and — for human ſoci- 
ety in general, to aſſert their rights, in 
ith is, which is the only Way left; And 
il the ſword be only dran for defence, 
and euer ready to be ſheathed as ſoon 
as juſtice is obtained, the neceſſity and 
equity of che caſe muſt be its juſtifica- 


on," Thus far, 1 7 9 [-ncerely c 
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anduruſt that, in the preſent caſe, alli 
is fair and promiſing on our ſide, and 
againſt our enemies. But, alas, thers 
is an unwelcome oblervationt hat Again 
recurs, which is, that if they, Who are 
engaged in a RIGHTEOUS cAUSE, be in 
OTHER reſpetts a finfule people, it is 
ſtill juſt for God, ho has the cogni- 
ance of both theſe things, to regard 
which of them his 5 direct. 
His eyes behold, the things that are equal; 
but they try the children of men, not hy 
any ONE. cauſe in which they are at any 
tame; engaged, but by their whole cha- 
rafter and conduct. When; in the 
wiſdom of his counſels, he deſigns to 
puniſh any nation for. their offences, 
it does not therefore follow, that any 
other nation, whom he ſhall chooſec to 
be his inſtrument, ſhall he exceeding 
righteous or exemplary above the o- 
ther. So the important obſervation 
again comes round. In ſuch a;; caſe, 
Ve that doeth according to hit pleaſure in 
the armies of heaven ind among the inſia- 
uitants of the earti may wr the Afy- 
nian, or any other, the rod g, lis anger 
againſt Hrael, and the: unjuſt invader 
k odge tus 4 — 
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correct, or, if their ſins deſerve it, to 
leftroy à people or nation, which, 
thotigh"right in any particular cauſe of 
diſpute” with their adverſaries, are 
wrong in other reſpects of far greater 
moment. Nay as war is a two-edged 
Weapon, which cannot INFLICT puni{h- 
ment, but by great, if not equal, de- 
grees of hardſhip and ſufferings to both 
Parties, there feems''a peculiar pro- 
priety in making two wicked nations 
the RECIPROCAL inſtruments of puniſh- 
Ing EACH OTHER: as was frequently 
the caſe with the Iſraelites and ther 
ſurroumding enemies. 

Now, if we transfer our cha hts 
from the nation of the Jews. to our» 
ſelves, (and unleſs we do ſo, whatſo- 
ever was ſaid or done to them will be 
of no uſe to us,) and conſider the 
dealings of Providence with us, is it 
not too viſible that they have had, and 

fill” continue to have, the marks of 
diſpleaſure upon them? That the anger 
of the Lord has been bindled againſt us, 
ant is not yet turned wo — us ? We 
Matter ourſelves, ” that, in the preſent 
conteſt, our cAUsE 1s juſt and good. 


ww long as the hana of God ix _ 
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out Ag us, while, is judgments are 

ab oo in the earth, and the, horrors, and 
calamities of war are at our very doors, 
does it not well become us to conſider 
ſeriouſly, whether we may not. have 
betrayed THE JUSTICE OF//OUR CAUSE, 
and rendered it of none effect, in the 
fight of God, by our fins in other re- 
ſpecs? We ſay, without ſcruple, that 
= national character of our ENEMIES . 
is notoriouſly depraved and abandon- 
ed; and that, in their late atrocious 
proceedings, they have far.over-paſſed 
the ordinary bounds. of guilt and 
wickedneſs. But are we ſure that OR 
own morals are not alſo ſo generally 
corrupt, OUR OWN, national character 
ſo changed and debaſed by an unin- 
terrupted continuance of proſperity, 
OUR OWN 1nattention and ſtupidity 
in religious concerns ſo great and uni- 
verſal, that nothing but a publick cala- 
mity can produce a public reforma- 
tion? And, to this end, may not God, 
in wiſdom, juſtice, and even mercy, 
give our enemies an advantage over 
us, which neither their cauſe, their na- 
tural ſtrength, nor their national cha- 


nis could otherwiſe have enſured Po 


My 


(14 ) 


My brethren, this is no time to ſheat 
Jmooth things, or to prophecy deceit. By, 
an appointment, to which, as Chriſti- 
ans, and as ſubjects, we owe the high- 
eſt regard, we are here aſſembled to- 


gether, in the preſence of the THE 60D, 
OF-AL-L, NATIONS, tO ſolemnize a, reli- 
gious faſt; to deprecate his vengeance; 
to confeſs our fins; to humble our- 
ſelves before him for our national tranſ- 
greſſions; and, under a ſhew, appear- 
ance, purpoſe and promiſe of forſaking 
them all, to ſupplicate his — 
and. to beg a bleſſing on our arms a- 
gainſt gur enemies. At ſuch a time as 
this, it is eminently the duty of Chriſ- 
tian Miniſlers, as I before obſerved, to 
cry aloud and ſpare not ; to liſt up, their 
voice hke a trumpet, and to ſhew the people 
thoſe jms, and the heinouſneſs of them, 
ther, tranjerefhons and the importance 
ob forſaking and amending them. 
But, becauſe, alas, the catalogue of 
our {ins is too long for any — diſ- 
cCourſe, and our tranſgreſſions are ds tlie 
12225 ze hon tie ſea-ſhore for multitude; and 
awe | we have already hinted at 
the depraved and 1 [natian- 
_ a character af our RNEMIES, and 


bos | have 


2 gwen” 


"OW!" 
have ſuppoſed; ſurely ' not without 


reaſon, that the flagrant 's1ns'AnD INI 


OUrriEs of THAT DEVOTED" NATION; 
have drawn down upon them the di- 
vine vengeance, and thoſe une xam- 
pled ſufferings and miſeries under 
which they groan; the moſt promi- 
nent of THESE ſeem naturally to ſoli- 
cit our firſt attention. By ſelecting 
briefly,” a few of theſe, and recom- 
mending them to your ſerious after- 
thought and private reflection, I ſhall 
perhaps, more effectually than in any 
other way, accompliſh the deſign of 
this days inſtruction, and fulfil the 
particular duty to which I am ap- 
pointed. The 1 expediency 
of publick meaſures belongs to the 
Miniſters of the Nation, not to Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel. The point of iſ- 
ſue, between us and our enemies, in 
His place to be diſcuſſed, is not even 


WHOSE CAUSE is juſt : no, nor yet, by 


comparing our own national character 
with theirs, to determine, raſhly, to 
which ſide the divine favour fhould, 
of right, belong, where Born are He- 
toriouſly and confeſſedly guilty.” Bit 
if, by this compariſon, We learn, in 


l judging 
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judging others, to condemn ourſelves, 
and, (finding that we, who condemn, 


do; in effect, the ſame thing,) are 


brought, hereby, to a more charitable 
diſpoſition toward them, to a more 
perfect dn Sa own offences, 

incere and hearty re- 
pentance and forſaking of them, no- 


and to a more 


thing than 1s, can ſurely be more 


time, more intereſting. : ped 
Ihe national character, then of our 
enemies; in the firſt place, for LEvITY 


proper; more profitable, or, at this 


AND DISSIPATION, is proverbial. Now, 


without complaining, 'in general, of 
the prefent age as much more wicked 
than the paſt, we cannot, I think, but 
acknowledge, that; in this particular, 
we are evidently degenerated from 
the example of our forefathers, and 
following hard after thoſe whom we 


once defpiſed and ridiculed. I mean, 


1n a want of manly ſeriouſneſs, and be- 


coming gravity of manners: a conti- 


nued indulgence in frivolous and un- 
meaning pleaſures. The natural ten- 
dency of theſe to debaſe our-national 
character, and to ſubject us to the 


inſults and proweſs of a foreign enemy, 
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is no leſß obvious than their total in- 
conſiſtency with that ſobriety of mind, 
and rational employment of our facul- | 
ties to their proper purpoſes, which is 
| required of us by our wile Creator. 4 

On the ſcore of LEwnNEss and DE- 
BAUCUERY, Iforbear to make any. com- 
pariſon between us and our neigh- 
bours, only obſerving, that no biel. 
ſin, except idolatry, is fo often men- 
tioned, in ſcripture, as the immediate 
cauſe of publick calamities, and nati- 
onal ſufferings; and that the height, to. 
which this evil has conſeſſedly, arrived 
amongſt ourſelves, is too alarming to 
be paffed over entirely ; in ſilence. 

5:4 without enumerating other par- 
riculars, I muſt haſten, immediately, 
to the mention of that heavy charge, 
againſt our preſent enemies, which is 
in every one's mouth, and i | 
with ſuch confidence, as the molt pro- 
bable grounds of the divine diſplea- 
ſure againſt them, and with ſuch zeal 
and acrimony condemned in THEM, 
that we cannot, ſurely, ſuſpect wE are 
at all partakers in ſuch l as theirs, 
or, af WE are, mult confel hand we Qur-.. 
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Bs have alſo Giften the pine 
favour and protection, and deſerve his 
indignation and anger. They dil- 
regard, ” jt is ſaid, © and have abo- 
liſhed, the acred inſtitution of the 
Lord's Day! They are Infidels and 
Atheiſts, and deny the exiſtence of a 
God, and a future ſtate!“ A heavy 
and ſerious charge indeed! ! But would 
not the accuſation, think you, be ſtill 
more weighty, and grievous, if we ſaid, 
that, acknowledging the authority of the 
ſabbath, they dared habitually to pro- 
phane it? That, convinced of the ex- 
iſtence of a Cod, and with their mouth 
confeſſing his power, juſtice, and good- 
neſs, they deſpiſed his power, affronted 
his juſtice, abuſed his goodneſs, vio- 
7 his laws, and in their works denied 
him ? That, in the avowed expectation 
8 5 a By. of fjudgment, and hnal retribu- 


they went on {till in their „ a0 1612 
lightly eſteeming the joys of heaven, 
and braving the terrors of damnation? 
For God's ſake let us look at home! 
This aggravated guilt cannot, ſurely, 
belong to us! While ve ould” pl 
[he 
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the mole out of our brothers eye, this beam 
cannot poilibly be in our own. Alas, 
alas, my brethren, it moſt aſſuredly is! 
urged by my conſcience and the com- 
mad of God in our text, unwelcome 
as is the oftice, I mult lift up my 
voice and lay ; It is! It moſt allured- 
ly, is! Witneſs the thinneſs of our 
churches, the employment of our 
compting-houſes, the crowding of our 
alehoules, and the number of our tra- 
vellers, on the ſabbath-day ! Witneſs 
the drowly, inattentive, and irreverent 
behaviour of ſome, while they are in 
the houſe of God! Witneſs the pro- 
phane converſation and imp ious rail- 
lery we often hear on the moſt ſacred 
ſubjects! Witneſsthe ſtrange hypocriſy 
we often meet with, conſiſting, not in 
a ſhew of more, but of leſs religion than 
men actually have; ariſing from the 
fear of ridicule, and from loving the 
praiſe of men more tian tlie pra iſe of Goa? 
Witneſs the intemperance, want of in- 
duſtry, want of frugality, diſregard to 
authority and order, and general pro- 
fligacy, which has overſpread the lower 
orders of the people, eſpecially i in the 
C2 | more 


more populous towns and cities, and, 
what, perhaps, has been one principal 
caule of all this, the bad examples, the 
pride and luxury, the prophaneneſs, 
and covetouſneſs, and oppreſſion of 
their ſuperiors Far be it from me, my 
brethren, to ſay one ſingle word in ex- 
tenuation of the impious doctrines Ar- 
TRIBUTED to our enemies, or of their 
INDISPUTABLY unjuſt, cruel, and atro- 
cious conduct. All I mean to aſk is, 
how, on our own principles, can our 
own conduct be defended ? As we do 
acknowledge a God, how can we be 
excuſed in acting, either wilfully, or 
thoughtleſsly, as if there were no ſuch 
Being ? If he has given us a revelation 
of his will, can 1t be a matter of indiffe- 
rence to neglect it? And if we do pro- 
phane his holy day, deſpiſe his will, 
and rebel againſt his authority, what 
can this end in, at laſt? If the guilt be 
general or national, the puniſhment 
muſt be ſo, too! Yes! The puniſh- 
ment is ſurely coming, if we do not, 
by timely repentance and amend- 
ment, avert the impending judgment! 
Let us not diſſemble with ourſelves; 
| be nor 


1 


nor refuſe to own, what every eye 
muſt ſee, that our national character, 


is, indeed, very wicked : that the pic- 
ture which is drawn, in the ſacred 
hiſtory, of a people whom God in- 
tends to puniſh, bears a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance to ourſelves; that his hand 
is already actually and viſibly gone 
forth againſt us; and that we can have 
no juſt conſidence in his MERCY, ſo 
long as we continue to provoke his 
JUSTICE, and will neither turn nor re- 
pent. 

If indeed we WILL do this, ſincerely 
and heartily, who knows but God ma 
yet repent him of the evil, and withdraw 
the fierceneſs of his anger from us ? who 
knows but he may yet turn and leave a 
bleſſmng behind him, and be favourable and 
gracious once more unto Zion? 

The great, the important inference 

of the whole, 1s this. Let every in- 
dividual, FoR HIMSELF, examine faith- 
fully the particular tranſgreſſions of his 
own life; the portion of offence which 
HE has added to the general ſtock. 
What are national ſins, but the aggre- 
| | 411 | gate 
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gate of the fins of individuals? How, 
then, 1s national repentance to be 
brought about, or public reformation 
produced, but by each one's retorming 
and amending his own life? we have 
no occaſion, with the mariners, in the 
book of Jonah, to caſt lots that we may 
know for whoſe cauſe this evil is come on 
the veſſel of our country. We have 
all, more or leſs, contributed by our 
ſins, to raiſe the mighty tempeſt. Let 
none therefore pretend to ſlee in ſecu- 
rity. Let every one throw overboard 
his own follies and vices, and let all, 
with one accord, ariſe and call upon 
our God, 1f fo be that God will think upon 
us, that we periſh not. 

One more inſtance and then I have 
done. We read, in the hiſtory of 
Abraham, that when he interceded for 
Sodom, God would have ſpared it for 
ſo ſmall a number as ten juſt men, if 
theycould have been found in it. What 
the number is, for which he would 
ſpare our Britiſh Sodom, he himſelf 
only knows. At the ſame time, every 
one would do well to reaſon thus with 
himſelf, © Who knows, but that 1 

may 


. 
may, by repentance, be that ONx, 
which is wanting to complete the num- 
ber, for which the Almighty would 
SAVE My COUNTRY! a 

Where is that breaſt, which, at ſuch 
a thought, would not glow with patri- 
otiſm.? © I cannot ricurT for my 
country againſt her enemies, but will 
reſiſt unto blood, firiving agaiſt six. Her 
greateſt and molt formidable enemies, 
are thoſe that ſeperate between her and 
our God, and turn away his favour and 
protection from her, even her own rebel- 
lions children. Shall I thus be a traitor 
to my country, and betray her into the 
hands of them that hate her? No! 
Her impending ruin ſhall not, in any 
wile, lie at My door! no crying ſins 
of MINE ſhall call for vengeance on 
her!“ 

Permit, me, my brethren, to diſ- 
miſs you with theſe impreſſions, warm 
on your minds. If they anſwer no 
other end, or produce more extenſive 
benefits, they will, at leaſt tend to 
your own private ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs. Repentance and amendment 
of life will, at leaſt, procure fer every 


individual, 


1 


individual, His owN pardon, peace and 
acceptance with God. Whatever then 
becomes of this tottering world, you at 
| leaſt are ſafe. You need not be diſmayed 
though the earth ſhake ; though the ſea 
roar and the waves thereof rage and fell; 
yet ny ſhall not prevail agamſi vou. 
Though an ho#l of men were laid agam/t 
us, yet need not your heart be afraid, and 
though there riſe up war againſt us, yet is 
wour truſt in God. You have got a rock 
whoſe foundation is ſure ; the hope of a 
better country, the promiſe of an eternal 
poſſeſſion, the citizenſſip of the EVERLAST- 
ING KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, 


«a 


. a 
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NARRATIVE, Gr. 


HE author of the foregoing ſermon was nomi- 
& nated, Auguſt 5, 1789, by the Rev. James 
Wilkinſon, Vicar of Sheffield, to the curacy of that 
place; and in this ſituation he has continued ever 
ſince; doing the duty, in rotation with his col- 
leagues in office, the three Aſſiſtant Miniſters, at 
the Pariſh Church and the two Chapels of Atter- 
cliffe and Eccleſall. In the beginning of the year 
1791 he received an invitation, through the medium. 
of a friend, from Mr. Jonathan Walker of Ferham, 
near Rotherham, to ſuperintend the education of 
his Son, at his own houſe. He continued to at- 
tend in Mr. Walker's family for a year and a half, 


to their mutual ſatisfaction, and obtained from his 


employer repeated aſſurances of his friendſhip, and 
readineſs to ſerve him, if it were ever in his power. 
Mr. Walker and his family are Proteſtant Diltenters. 
The mention of theſe circumſtances, however unin- 
tereſting to the Publick, is eſſentially neceſſary for 
the information of thoſe, who, being otherwiſe un- 
acquainted with them, may chooſe from any mots 
whatever, to intereſt themſelves in the ſubject of the 
enſuing narrative, ſo far as to honour it with their 
peruſal. It is written at the particular requeſt of 
ſeveral of the author's intimate friends, and PRIN CI“ 
PALLY for THEIR ſatisfaction and that of his fel- 
low-pariſhoners, eſpecially that part of them with 
whom he is more immediately connected in his offi 


cial capacity, as a publick teacher. The propriety 
of clearing his character, to them, from the foul ca- 
| FD lumnies 
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which.it/has heenaſperſed;.3s.obvi- 
ous⸗ ap carey as unable to repeat his tale 


in qyexy company, as unwilling to kann, by his 
filence; the thouſand idle reports hich have gone 
forth to his prejudice: on a late oocaſion, he deter- 
mined to annex to his SERMON the few following 
pages; ſubmitting, on the whole, to the dediſion of 
the; impartial reader, not his abilities as an author, 
ta which he makes no pretenſions, but, ſo far as the 
iſſue 1 is. thexeon dopendeat, h his ee as a 2 Mi. 
miſery guck a Max. 78 14 801 

x13 cn gut. 9 
On hearing of the Tooele of the he Vicar6f 
Rotherham, b went over immediately to Ferham, 
and REQUESTED: Mr. Walker, if he thought proper; 
to yaite:; to Lord Effingham, the. Patron, in my fa- 
8 'F ſuppo fed that Ps Lordfhip's knowledge of 
> tofpectable family of Meſſrs. Walker afforded'a 
cient; apology for his preſuming ſo far as to fay, 
that, from what he knew of my character, he heliev- 
ed me to be a perſon i unworthy of his Lordfhip's 
5 5 and We Mr. Walker, very oblig- 
1 b Wen ied wi 2 requeſt, as did alſo Mr. 
Walker of Eaſtwood, TING I addreſſed, in 
London, by Letter. Mr. Wilkinſon, at my expreſs 
ſoligitation, w wrote alſo to Lord Effingham, to the 
fa me. effect. His Lordſhip, after making ſome fur- 
er enquiries, as to the grounds on which I had 
been recommended to him by Mr. Walker s family, 
wrote to Mr, Wilkinſon, ns him to inform me, 
THAT HR IXTEN DED TO PRESENT MR TO THE 
Livixs: OF, ROTHERHAM:-AS soo AS EVER AR 
NEW THE,NEQESSARY, FORMS: 

„In the NGA time, Mr. Burton, a n whe 
had, been! for ſome years eurate of Rotherham, was 
maleing intereſt in the Pariſh, with the Church- 
Wande 8 to 1 Vgnatures 1 to a 1 for Hs 

nab! dy ont de no 9 xÞ appointment 
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bree ee 
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appointment to the vacant Vicarage; and obtained, . 
I believe, a very numerous liſt of names. The ret. 
ſon given by the Patron for his rejecting this / and ſe: 
veral other candidates, was his Naas already beet, 
induced, to; comply with the recommendations 


he had received in behalf of Mr. G. Smith.“ 1 
could not, after this, ſuffer myſelf to heſitate in men 
tioning the matter to my friends, in converſation, 
by letter, and even from the pulpit. My ſurprize 
therefore will hardly be conceived, When [ heard 
that, on the preceding day, an individual of the town 


of Rotherham had _— a public meeting in the 
Town-hall, by an AxoNTMOUs note given to the 


Common Oryer, requeſting the attendance of the in- 


habitants, at a fixed hour, on very particular buſi- 


neſs: and that this buſineſs proved to be no other 
than to remonſtrate againſt Lord Effingham's ap- 


pointing me to be their Vicar, and to pray. the 


Archbiſhop to withold: the inſtitution; till the truth 
or falſehood of certain reports relative to my religi- 
ous and political principles could be more fully aſ- 


certained.” The people accordingly ran together, 


like their predeceſſors at Epheſus, ſome crying one 
thing aud ſome another'; for the 'aſſembly- was confuſed, 
and the more part knew not where fore-they were rome to- 
getler. Some, however, thinking they knew very 
well, pulley” off their hats and ſhouted * © Burton 
for ever!“ Theſe perſons certainly underſtood 
their oαπgnj meaning, and I have no doubt, but that 
the honeſt woman who told me Aer wäfds inno- 
cently enough, © that the meeting was for the pur 
poſe of chooſing (ſhe- perhaps meant enoust xe) a 

Parſon, and that a great many went to vor 'for Mr. 


Burton,” explained pretty accurately, the intentions 


of the majority there -preſent- ' Others; however,” 


bene mene. Fan to a paper on che tüble, 
—4 419. B 01 2H sd 04 £9 which 


. This Thad from Mr, C. one of the churchwardens. 
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oehithchind foes how dropped thither from the 
cHꝗ ad told the multitude, that the buſineſs was, 
tax the ſenſe of that meeting, whether the me · 
perione; ar not, to be tranſmitted to the Archbiſh- 
p. This was preſently decreed in the affirmative- 
um con and the lying inſtrument was ſigned in leſs 
than two hours, with the names of more than four 
Hundred perſons; numbers of whom, as I. am in- 
Formed, had previouſſy figned their curate's petition, 
and who were, with few exceptions,entire ſtrangers 
to ty perſon and character. It Was next ordered 
Hat the churchwardens ſhould ſet off that night, 
late as it then was to Vork; which they according- 
ly did, in a chaiſe and four. A letter was alſo diſ- 
5atched immediately, by expreſs, to Lord Effingham, 
In London, though he had already; (unknown cer- 
tail to that meeting.) received intimation of the 
publick diſſatisfaction at my appointment, and the 
general preference given to Mr. Burton, by a ſcurri- 
'J6us anonymous epiſtle; and I haye even been told, 
that a watch was kept during the night, leſt this 
Diſſenting and Jacobinical Vicar, ſhould creep una- 
wäres into the Church and keep forcible poſſeſſion. 
Hearing, accidentally, the next day, of theſe curi- 
Sldis proceedings, I ſet off, without delay, to the 
: Archbiſhop, to anſwer perſonally to the charges, | 
„Whatever they might be, Which were alledged 
_ 1 Kginſt me. His Grace did not produce the memo- 
a gabibut mentioned its containing an allegation of 
my having preached, more than once, in diſſenting 
meeting houſes. Did you never preach in Mr. 
Walker's chapel?” “No, my Lord,” Nor in 
« ar yidifſenting meeting-houſe? No! never!“ 
hen perhaps it was a methodiſt meeting-houle :? 
irg My. ord, I mean to ſay, politively and unequivo- 


0 D +» 


«Bally, that I never did preach, or hold forth in Jay 
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tut place, or before any other comjites thin 
that orf che Church of nd b Well, van 
know beſt how it is —plainiy intimating, that his 


Grace did not believe it poſſible, that ſuch a 
cbuld have been ſo peremptorily and ſole 
brot kt before him, but on the cleareſt and moſt 3 in- 
dliſputable Evidence. He further added, very can- 
didly, 5 that he had 27 5 it his duty tc — 
copy ot the memorial to Lord Effingham, and that 
he ſhould leave the matter wich his Lordſhip: and 

Jet, interfere in the buſineſs.. ir bs 
I next adverted to the ſermon; kick): af late, I 
had heard, ſo frequently, to my great ſurprize, was 
become a ſubject of publick converſation and un- 
merited cenfure; and finding that this alſo, Was a 
ground of aceuſation in the memorial. I left. che: al- 
moſt 1 illegible manuſcript, as I took it up with me 
into the pulpit, for his Grace's inſpttion wha: did 

| me the honour to peruſe id. t10t3 8): Jylang 
In excuſe for my having, for ſome time; | * 
me prayer appointed to be read“ in time of War 
And tumults,” which I mentioned as what ILhad 
heard objected againſt me, I obſerved: to his Grace, 
that thie” ſervice; of our Church was generally 
thought long and comprehenſive enou h, out 
the addition of occaſional prayers; * that I looked 
upon the reading of this prayer as entirely optional, 
like that for rain, fair weather, &. in which claſs it 
: is 811 in our beer oe 1 _ r 1 
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242 That it s conlf Jad by e of the eſtabliſtied clergy, is 
rl evident, from their frequently neglecting io read it, of which 1 

©) . „ examples. I cannot. help wentionng. in parti - 

, baving lacely accidentally. been preſent during cat he- 

5 "bs tits ce, in 4 Cettain minſter, here lo my unexprefiible- 
re 
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| 2 und in better terms, F in various 0 
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ſurpritze, It vas, perhaps as accidentally, omitted. The prayers, 
Sa ſame page ere for the Ember weeks, are now ſcarce- 
ly, ever read; and I ſhould think a charge of diſaffection to the 
- Ghrarch would be as ſtrongly fupported ” againſt - thoſe who omit 
the latter, as of diſaffection to the State from the 6miſfion' of ' the 
former, are. s q | 


'* Whoever recollects the circumſtances under which our Li- 
turgy was compiled, will not wonder that its authors, in provid- 
ing a ſuitable form of prayer for publick worſhip, | ſhould fre- 
-quently have an eye to troubleſome times, -and the dreadful) pro- 

bability of yerſecutions arifing againſt their newly teformedꝭ reli- 
gion. But perhaps, few are aware, till they have attentively 
* examined, how conſiderable a ſhare of that compoſition is em- 
-ployed in praying for peace and deliverance from our enemies. 
(See the verhcles and reſponſes: many of the collects, excluſivo 
of choſe which have an immediate reference to ſome particular 
"event intended to be commemorated in its ſeaſon: the ſecond col - 
left both for morning and evening ſexvice; the prayers for the 
EK ing, and the Litany, eſpecially the concluding portion of it, from 
the Lord's Prayer to the end.) Now though, by an ealy tranſition 
from temporal to ſpiritual enemies, all theſe petitions are, at all 
times, of profoundeſt peace and ſecurity, perfectly well. adapted 
10 the helpleſs ſtate and condition of man, and may be uſed, by 
all Chriſtians, with the ſtricteſt propriety and the happieſt effect. 
ye t ſurely no one can object to their being underſtood, and in 
time of war and tumult, no ſerious perſon can fail I think, of ap- 
plying them, in the ſenſe in which, I have no doubt, they were 
© originally intended to be uſed, 5 


-+ I do not object at all to the language of it; properly underſtood 
and applied; which, however, I have reaſon to believe, is not 
done univerſally, The true meaning of the introductory addreſs, 
in connexion with What follows, is not, that our enemies are 


therefore neceſſarily finners,” and we true penitents, but rather, 


agreeable to the doctrine of the foregoing ſermon, that if we con- 


tinue ſinners we deſerve ſtill to be! puniſhed by the ſcourge of 


, Yar, and that only on the condition of our TRULY- KEPENTING 
. wecan hope for the mercy of God, to fave and deliver us from 


„Probably their intetition who added that ſhort; but very excellent 
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the hands of our enemies. To remind us yet again of this was 
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of the. liturgy 


ee 


His Grace, in reply: reminded. 
6 1 ee EM: bſcribed.; my: aſſent; 


of common-prayer, with a promiſe of con- 


2 to the uſe of it, and told me that, under the 

exiſting eircumſtances, my omiſſion of this prayer 
was highly imprudent. To the truth of theſe ob- 
ſervations I readily agreed, and affured his Grace, 
that as ſoon as I knew of my conduct, in this parti 
cular, having given ſuch general offence; that. it 
was conſidered as a party diſtinQtion ; and as imply- 
ing a-wiſh for the ſucceſs of our enemies; 1 had, | 
for ſeveral months, uniformly read the prayer. 

Finally, as no particular time or caſe was ſpe . 
fied in proof of my political heterodoxy, I eould-only | 
obwiate a general charge, by-a- general but explicit 


avowal of a decided prediſection for, and firm at- 


tachment to, the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution in Church 
and State, and by a poſitive denial of my ever hav- 
ing maintained other ſentiments, either 1 in my ſer- 
mons or converſation. | 

© This, as far as, I remember, was the ſubſtance” of 
what paſſed at Biſhopthorpe; aA round 'unvarniſh- 
ed tale, which, I hope, may ſerve to confute the 
numerous and various fabrications of ignorance and 


malice on the occaſion 


I have already mentioned, chat the Archbiſhop 
did not produce the memorial which had been 
. to him from Rotherham. It will hardly 


779 | - be 


pennen « to \ be aid aſter any 885 the former, which'vwas 2s originally: 

fet, not in the place in which it now frequently ſtands, between 

the prayer * for all conditions of men” and the general thank s- : 
giving”, but immediately after the occaſionrl prayers. under ſome! 
95 ac great and grievous calamities. The printcrs wha- 

rſt miſplaced it were obliged by authority toi ſttike it out. and to 

print a new leaf. Obſerve allo he way in which we aſſe to bo? 
delivered from our enemies; by their converſion rather than by 

their deſtruction: by abating their pride, aſuaging their malice 
and 8 their wicked and hoſtile devices. This is ay 

Chriſtian. 
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His principles are ſaid to be ſtrongly tinctured with 
- Jacobiniſm. He has, it is ſaid, conſtantly left out 
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- be: believed by many, when J add, that, though 1 
have fince applied ſucceſſively to his Grace, to Lord 
Effingham, and to the Churchwardens, for a fayour 
which is not denied to the moſt flagrant offenders, I 
have never yet been able to procure a ſight or copy 


of my indictment. + Under theſe circumſtances I am 


happy to have it in my power to lay before the 
erte, what, I truſt, I cannot juſtly be accuſed of 


having obtained unfairly or ſurreptitiouſly, as it was 
ſent down for my inſpection by Lord Efhngham 


himſelf, immediately on bis receiving it, an extract 
of the letter which was diſpatched to his Lordſhip, 


in London, from the publick e and which 


has been acknowledged, by the ſenior Church- 
warden, to be, in ſubſtance, the ſame as that trans- 
mitted to the Archbiſhop. 


« To the Right Hon. the Earl of Effingham. 


, Nubian. 35,5 
A A report has prevailed here that the Living of 


Rotherham is given by your Lordſhip to Mr. 


Smith, a perſon recommended by Mr. Wilkinſon, 
and fortified by ſome. of the Walkers I think it 
muy duty to convey to your Lordſhip the general 
diſſatisfaction expreſſed by the whole pariſh at this 


man's appointment ; N whom reports are cir- 
e, of an unpleaſant tendency. 


the prayer for the Parliament, and that appointed 


to be ſaid in time of war and tumult ; and even 


preached a ſermon on the faſt-day, cxtremely ob- 


noxious to the loyal part of the congregation. He 
has been at Rotherham a few days ago, and inſtead 
of afſociating with thoſe who were likely to be his 
| hearers, and with many of whom he was well ac- 


quainted, 


See page 6 
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guainted, he was engaged with two or three dif- 
ſenting preachers, and others of that claſs; nay ſo 
far has this part of his conduct been notorious, that 
ſeveral of the Walkers congregation have declared 
that he aQually preached twice at their meeting 
houſe. Theſe reports (to ſay nothing of the tenden- 
cy of diſſenters interfering at all in his appointment) 
have given ſo much umbrage to the pariſh, that it 
was impoſſible to hear them without informing your 
Lordſhip, that you might have an opportunity of 
withholding the preſentation, if it is not already 
given, till ſuch time as you have an opportunity of 
diſcovering the truth or falſehood of theſe reports : 
and it is at the requeſt of the Churchwardens, who 
are authoriſed by the inhabitants, that I write to 
your Lordſhip to-ſtate theſe facts to your moſt ſeri- 
ous conſideration. 

P. S. I am juſt informed that the town are in 
ſuch anxiety about the buſineſs, they mean to ſend 
a ſpecial meſſenger with this letter.“ * 

Who was the writer of this letter, I am entirely 
ignorant: nor do I wiſh to know. I harbour no 
perſonal enmity againſt any of thoſe who have been 
my enemies and accuſers. I pity, while I blame, 
their uncharitable prejudices and bigotry. I ſin- 
cerely forgive them the injury they have done me, 
and pray 25 their being indued with a better and 
more Chriſtian temper. All for which I am concern- 
ed is, to do away, as far as poſſible, the ill impreſ- 
ſions which the ſucceſs of their improper conduct 
has unfortunately produced in the minds of many, 
reſpecting myſelf, who have been ready to-conclude 
from hence, that their charges have been fully and 


irrefragably eſtabliſhed. My ſermon is now before 


the publick and muſt ſpeak for itſelf. I have ſtated 
the apology I have to offer for delaying to read the 
prayer *in time of war & tumults“ and I poſitiveiy 

9 deny 
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deny having ever knowingly omitted the prayer for 
the parliament, or, which report has added to the 
number, thoſe for the King and royal family. 
But what a dreadful and horrible charge comes 
next! That I am acquainted with diſſenters, and 
ſometimes aſſociate with diffenting miniſters ! For 
to this extent the accufation was intended to reach, 
and has been ſo explained to me. | Rr: 07, 
ls it then come to this? That a man ſhall be re- 
proached for intimacy with his FELLow. Cur 1s- 
TIANS, by whatever ſect they are named, and that 
FELLOW LABOURERS IN THE SAME VINEYARD, 
by ſome differences of opinion or practice in their 
mode, of teaching and worſhip, or in their notions 
of the beſt form of government, eccleſiaſtical or 
civil, muft be ſhut out, as by an inſuperable bar, 
from the intercourſe of private friendſhip, and the 
reciprocal exchange of fentiment and of the good 
of ces of ſocial life? Thanks be to God, I have not 
fo learned Chr. With coor CHRISTIANS, Coop 
Men, and 600D SusJxtcrts, of every denomina- 
tion, I ſhall ever eſteem it an honor to fave fellow- 
ſaid; and I cannot forbear expreſſing my molt fer- 
vent wiſh for the long continuance of that liberal 
ſpirit, which, in this reſpect, has eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed my native town. SIE 
There would, howerer, to ſay the truth, have been 
ſomething of indelicacy in my behaviour, had it 
been as repreſented in the above. letter. But the 
writer muſt have known, if he had choſen to enquire, 
that on the monday, when I was at Rotherham, at 
Mr. Walker's and Mr. Joſeph "Turner's, (an old 
ſchoolfellow,) and not with any diſſenting preachers 
whatever, 1 had not received Mr. Wilkinſon's let- 
ter informing me of my appointment to the Living; 
and till I certainly knew the fact, did not care to 
obtrude myſelf on thoſe who Micnr NEVER Be my 
"X" | MA ins: heaxers, 
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hearers; and with vox k of whom, two families ex- 
cepted, I had the ſlighteſt acquaintance; and that, 
on the following day, when Mr. Warwick had two 
or three of his brethren to dine with him, I was 
AT HOME, fix miles diſtant. if. 

But the interference of diſſenters in my appoint- 
ment is further objected to. The only wav in 
which they did interfere, has been fairly and fally 
narrated. And, in this way, Mr. Burton, and one 
at leaſt of the Churchwardens, approved, certainly, 
of their interference, by ſoliciting the ſignatures of 
Meſirs. Walker to his own petition. Nor was there 
in this, as I apprehend, any thing improper. But 
the evident attempt to ſerve Mr. B. afterwards, in 
the manner above mentioned, unwarranted I am 
confident by himſelf, was ſurely taking the moſt ef- 
fectual means to deprive him of all chance of ſuc- 
ceſs. To avoid the numerous inconveniencies of po- 
pular elections, our eſtabliſhed conſtitution has wiſe- 


ly placed the patronage of Livings in the hands of 


individuals or of ſmall corporate bodies. The pay- 
ment of Church-dues does not confer the right of 
nominating or electing a Rector or Vicar, If it did, 
DISSENTERS are obliged by law to contribute to the 
ſupport of the eſtablithed clergy.* And if, by ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the ſervice of the church, 
they are ſuppoſed to forfeit THEIR right of interfer- 
ing in its concerns, numbers, I underſtand, of thoſe, 


who, in their great zeal for the ſupport of the 


church, aſſembled in the town-hall, muſt at leaſt be 
content to reſign their pretenſions as Pillars within, 
for the more arr but perhaps, they will ſay, 
equally uſeful office of Buttreſſes without; twice, 


however firmly ATTACHED to it, they very ſeldom 


enter its doors. 


See the Biſhop of Landaff's Sermons on publick *0ccafions, 


Page 102, 
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_- The only charge, I think, which now remains to 
be noticed, is that of “ my principles being ſtrongly 
tinctured with Jacobiniſim; and to this charge I fear 
I ſhall indeed find it very difficult to reply. How, 
alas, is it poſſible for me to refute an accuſation ſo 
indeterminate and vague, or, (if Jam to regard the 
irmumerable modern applications of the word) ſo 
comprehenſive? Am] called upon to make a confeſ- 
ſion of my political creed on every topic which; in 
this age of inquiry and innovation, has agitated the 
p blick mind, on which diſcuſſion is endleſs, and 
the truth perhaps equally remote from the extremes 
of either party? Or, were this poſſible, would pro- 
feſſions, thus extorted from me, deſerve or gain any 
credit with my accuſers? | am willing rather to 
abide by the method which they themſelves have 
adopted, ſurely the beſt and moſt effectual of all 
others, if inſtituted with fairneſs. and candour,). to 
aſcertain, what only it could properly be their buſi- 
neſs to diſcover, the ſentiments which, in any reſpect, 
have pervaded and influenced my conduct. 

The, Churchwardens, with an attorney whom 
they employed, were at the pains to go from houſe 
to houſe among my acquaintance. in Sheffield and 
the neighbouring. villages. where I preach, to en- 
quire of them what they knew of my political prin- 
ciples. Theſe Gentlemen have not, I dare ſay, made 
very publick the flattering reports they received 
from ſome of my FRIENDS of my profeſſional and 
general character, with which indeed, I hear, the 
ſaid they were not at all concerned. But, what is 
ſill more ſtrange, though I appointed a conference 
with them at Rotherham, and took with me two re- 
ſpectable witneſſes, with a view of hearing from 
themſelves what they had been able to collect from 
my ENRMIES, (and every man has his enemies) in 
proof of their charges againſt me, though they 8 
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tended to have obtained a great deal, they would 
not condeſcend to inform us WHAT, or FROM 
Won. And as, in matters which might immedi- 
ately have been fo determined (ſuch as my preach- 
ing in Meſſrs. Walkers chapel, my viſit to the dif- 
ſenting miniſters, &c.) they refuſed to confront me 
with any evidence, though I repeatedly requeſted 
it, ſo in others, I have certainly a right to diſpute au- 
thorities which are not produced, and to queſtion 
their credibility. 

One of my witneſſes wrote afterwards to Lord 
Effingham informing him of the reluctance which 
the Churchwardens evidently betrayed to enter on 
any candid mveſtigation which might remove their 
ill-founded prejudices. It is not therefore with 
any hope or intention of accompliſhing ſo fruitleſs 
an attempt, but for the conviction of my friends in 
general, that I now put to them, meo periculo, in this 
publick manner, the following queſtions. 

1. Excluſive of my ſermon on the Faſt-day, and my 


omiſſion of the prayer, © in time of war and tumult,” 


is not the principal, if not the only circumſtance, on 
which you rely in proof of my Jacobinical principles, 
a converſation which took place after dinner, nearly 
TWO YEARS ago, at the houſe of Dr. Younge, in 
which I am accuſed of having carried my notions of 
Parliamentary Reform, ſo far as what is xow called 
« the doctrine of Univerſal Suffrage” ? For no ſuch 
doctrine, except in alluſion to the then recent expe- 
riment in France, or as a ſubject of ſpeculative and 
harmleſs diſcuſſion, was at that time heard or thought 
of in England. And does any perſon preſent avow 
that they can remember accurately or repreſent 
fairly, at this diſtance of time, words ſpoken in the 
heat of argument, unpremeditated, and in the conti- 
dence of a private though large and mixed compa- 
ny, except the honeſt attorney 'above-mentioned, 


who 
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| who is therefore, in this caſe, ſole Evidence, Atvo. 


_ and Judge, But, 

Allowing, he fact, which far” the very 
Pg reaſons I cannot controvert or deny, 
not pretending to remember more accurately, or 
to repreſent more fairly. the important proviſos by 
which, I am confident, my expreſſions were then 
limited. is it juſt or tolerable to lay hold of ſuch ex- 


preſſions, an to urge or admit them as deciſive of 


any man's views and opinions, in oppoſition, not 
only to his repeated and expreſs declarations of 
other ſentiments, but to that general habit of con— 
verſing and acting. that “ uniform tenour of life,” 

which inevitably diſcovers and molt ſurely deter- 
mines his princip! es, moral, religious, or political? 


For. 


Though it is iNedged. and truly, that I have, 


wich many of the firſt and beſt charafters in the 


kingdom, “ expreſſed myſelf a friend to a reform in 
Parliament. can it be proved that I ever (I do not 
fay of late, but) in my life. diſperſed « ſingle pamph- 


It, w ote a fingle paragraph, ſigned any petition, 
or attended. even from curioſity, any one meeting, 


to promote this 8 for which I have been 
thought ſo:zealous ? 
In ſhort, can it be proved, that, in any one in- 


Nance. I have deſerted or negletted the duties of my 


profeſſi vn, to interfere at all in political concerns? 


And, when officially called upon, on certain days, 
to ſpeak on theie luhjedts, have not I uniforml 


ny to inſtru in meekntſs thoſe that oppoſe 


themſelves. have not my ſermons uniformly inculcated 
Loyalty, Peace and ſubjection to Government! 2 ＋ 


i 
1 4 * See Wyvill's collect ion of Political Papers. 
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I have purpoſely avoided, in theſe queſtions, any 
thing relative to the charge of Jacosixism, in the 


ſenſe to which I think it ought, nevertheleſs, in 


ſtrictneſs to be confined ; © an inclination to eſpouſe 
the cauſe, & to countenance the proceedings of the 
Jacobins in France; becauſe, on this ſubject, my 
ſentiments have been invariably ſuch as are expreſſ- 
ed, without diſguiſe, and as fully as I thought the 
occaſion required, in the Fore gong diſcourſe; and I 
cannot ſuppoſe that the accuſation was intended to 
apply in any ſuch way. 
It is obvious to common ſenſe, that however any 
erſon might wiſh well to the firſt fair-promiſing 
and almoſt bloodleſs efforts of the French Nation to 
obtain for themſelves a free Government, his diſap- 
intment and chagrin mult be proportionably great, 
if he is conſiſtent, in obſerving the monſtrous abſur- 
dities, and horrid exceſſes, which have diſgraced 
the progreſs of the Revolution; how, in almoſt eve- 
ry particular, they have violated the principles they 
retended to eſtabliſh, and, from whatever cauſe, 
have failed in the completion of their glorious de- 
ſign! I do not heſitate then to ſay, that I conſider 
ce the example of France a warning to Britain,” and 
her inſidious offers of aſſiſtance to rebellion in an 
country, as endangering the peace and liberties of 
the whole civilized World. Any attempts to intro- 
duce into this kingdom a ſimilar ſyſtem of folly and 
tyranny, I would deprecate as the worſt of all nati- 
onal calamities. | | 
But while, on the one hand, I thus declare my 
readineſs to oppoſe, in every ſhape and degree, the 
Hydra of Diſaffection and Sedition, I cannot forget 
that there is alſo another formidable enemy which 
ſtalks abroad with giant ſtrides, threatening to over- 
run our Iſland, to ravith from us our internal peace 
and happineſs, and to deſtroy nearly all our ſocial 
confidence and comforts; I mean that malignant 


Party- ſpirit, that ghaſtly green-eyed monſter which 


makes 


makes the meat it feeds on,“ and feeds upon ſuſpi- 
cions „light as air; which © confounds the miſta- 
ken ſpeculatiſt with the deſperate incendiary, and 
extends the prejudices it conceives againſt individu- 
als to the whole political party, or even religious 
ſect, of which they are members;” which attaches 
to thoſe who have any principles in common, deſigns 
which they all equally diſavow, and would make 
the leaſt deviation from its own imperious dogmas, 
a pretext for the moſt flagrant breaches of charity, 
good-neighbourhood, and even common honeſty. - I 
would therefore, on the other hand, no leſs zealouſly 
oppole, I would labour inceſſantly to annthilate, 
what I cannot but conſider as the very probable 
parent of wrathful rgſiſtance, and retaliating vio- 
lence, of difunion amongſt ourſelves, and conſe- 
quently of weakneſs againſt the coMMON ENEMY. 
I have only to add, that in the long and tedious 
correſpondence to which this unfortunate buſineſs | 
gave birth, I frequently took occaſion to mention to | 
the Patron, that I conlidered his promiſe to me as | 
by no means binding or irrevocable, otherwiſe than 
-on the ſuppoſition, tacitly implied, of the truth and | 
fairneſs of the repreſentation which my friends had 
made, to the beſt of their knowledge, of my cha- 
racter and conduct. His Lordſhip concluded with 
obferving, that had he previouſly known the whole 
of what I have allowed in the preceding Narrative 
he ſhould not have thought me, eſpecially in theſe 
times, a proper perſon to be appointed by him to the 
' Vicarage of Rotherham, and wiſhed me therefore to 
retire from a conteſt where ſo much was againſt me. 
The only conteſt, which, under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, I could poſſibly attempt to maintain, is certain- 
4 not with Lord Effingham, but my accuſers; not 
or the Living, but for my character, 
Parve, nec mvideo, fine me Liber ibis in Urbem 
Hei mihi] quo Domino nom licet ire tuo. 


Vade, ſed iuculm. ov. Ti. 
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